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What is a “Rural area”?

▪ A rural area is a 
geographic area that is 
located outside cities 
and towns

▪ Typical rural areas have a 
low population density 
and small settlements, and 
people live near nature

▪ In rural areas, 
agriculture is the 
primary source of 
income
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EU Rural areas in numbers (1)
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EU Rural areas in numbers (2)
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What is “Development”? How do we measure it?
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What is “Rural Development”?

It is a very complex concept because it is a multi-level, multi-actor, and multi-faceted process.

➢ Global interrelations between agriculture and society (first level)

➢ A new development model for the agricultural sector (second level)

➢ Individual farm household (third level)

➢ The countryside and its economic actors (multi-actor process)

➢ A wide array of different and sometimes interconnected practices 
(multi-faceted process)
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Rural development shall relate to:



The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the rural development in Europe (1)

Pillar I provides market 
support (public intervention 
on markets and private 
storage aid) and income 
support to farmers in the 
form of direct payments. It 
is entirely funded by the 
European Agricultural 
Guarantee Fund (EAGF). 

Pillar II is the rural 
development dimension of 
the CAP and is co-funded by 
the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) and by 
national/regional authorities. 
It aims at promoting 
balanced and sustainable 
rural development.

The CAP rests on two main pillars: 
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Stage 1:  1962-1968     Transitional period

Stage 2:  1968-1984     Operation of the common organization of the markets (Coms) in agricultural products

Stage 3:  1984-1988     First reform of the common agricultural policy

Stage 4:  1988-1992     Second reform of the common agricultural policy

Stage 5: 1993-1999     MacSharry reform
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The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
and the rural development in Europe (2)

Stage 6:   2000-2004 Agenda 2000 (started of the rural policy)

Stage 7:   2005-2009     Fischler reform - Mid-term review 

Stage 8:   2010-2013     Health check

Stage 9:   2014-2020 Europe 2020 (2022)

Stage 10: 2022- The new common agricultural policy

❖ Sustainable rural development was put at the top of 

the agenda of the EU from the 1996 Cork 

declaration. 



Cork declaration 1996 – A living countryside

Endogenous: rural development policies must promote initiatives 
and exploit the resources available at the local level.

Integrated: rural development policies must be multidisciplinary 
in design and multi-sectoral in the application. 

Sustainable: policies must promote rural development that protects 
the quality of Europe’s rural areas for the future generations
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The Cork Conference highlighted the need for rural development 

and outlined its main features:

Point 1 - Rural Preference
Point 2 - Integrated Approach
Point 3 - Diversification
Point 4 - Sustainability
Point 5 - Subsidiarity
Point 6 - Simplification
Point 7 - Programming
Point 8 - Finance
Point 9 - Management
Point 10 - Evaluation and Research

The ten points rural development 

program of 1996 Cork declaration:



Cork 2.0 declaration 2016 – A better life in Rural life
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The ten policy rural development 
orientations of 2016 Cork declaration

Point 1 – Promoting rural prosperity
Point 2 – Strengthening rural value chains
Point 3 – Investing in rural viability and vitality
Point 4 – Preserving the rural environment
Point 5 – Managing natural resources
Point 6 – Encouraging climate action
Point 7 – Boosting knowledge and innovation
Point 8 - Enhancing rural governance
Point 9 – Advancing policy delivery and simplification
Point 10 – Improving performance and accountability



Rural development programmes (2014-2020)

Priority 1: Knowledge Transfer ad Innovation (cross cutting), (3%)

Priority 2: Farm Viability and Competitiveness (20%)

Priority 3: Food Chain Organisation and Risk Management (10%)

Priority 4: Restoring, Preserving, and Enhancing Ecosystems (44%)

Priority 5: Resource-efficient, Climate-resilient Economy (8%)

Priority 6: Social Inclusion and Economic Development (15%)
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Point 7 – Boosting knowledge and innovation

Point 3 – Investing in rural viability and vitality

Point 2 – Strengthening rural value chains

Point 4 – Preserving the rural environment
Point 5 – Managing natural resources

Point 6 – Encouraging climate action

Point 1 – Promoting rural prosperity

Point 8 - Enhancing rural governance
Point 9 – Advancing policy delivery and simplification
Point 10 – Improving performance and accountability

From the ten policy rural development orientations of 2016 Cork declaration to six priority of Rural development programmes 2014-2020

In brackets is the share of funds per RD priority



Number of Rural Development Programmes per country (total of 118)
2014-2020 EAFRD funding / MS (euro million)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/rural-development_en

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (1) 
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In total, around € 161 billion of total public funding (EAFRD  €99.6 
billion; public €50.9 billion) plus top-up: €10.7 billion



https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-
policies/common-agricultural-policy/rural-
development_en

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (2) 
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ESIF 2014-2020: Total budget by theme (December 2021): 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, EUR billion
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Bibliography for further reading
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